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A recent letter indicating that whitebark pine (WBP) will be designated as sensitive in R1 

specified the designation would become effective on December 24, 2011.  Following the letter, 

questions regarding ongoing timber sales have arisen.   

 

Regionally, we have considered timber sales with signed decisions and do not expect them to 

adversely affect the viability of WBP.  In its warranted but precluded determination, the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) identified several risks and threats to WBP.  They include 

forest insects and disease (blister rust and pine beetle), fire exclusion, and climate change factors.  

Timber harvest is not among the threats to WBP identified by the FWS.   

 

In general, there is a high degree of spatial separation between our current sales and the locations 

where WBP exists, as WBP in R1 tends to occur outside suitable timber ground.  Accordingly, 

WBP tends to be only an incidental species where it does occur in association with a timber sale 

(i.e. not at levels where impacts could adversely affect the viability of the species).   

 

Conservation and restoration of WBP is not dependent upon mitigating ongoing actions, but 

rather a shift of focus that proactively and programmatically targets WBP habitats at landscape 

scales.  Specific conservation and restoration treatments would typically be designed to create 

openings in sites that are advantageous for re-establishing WBP.  The Region is currently 

developing two master agreements with the WBP Ecosystem Foundation to assist in the task of 

restoration.  The Region is also planning on completing a strategic plan for WBP restoration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Joel Krause (for)   
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